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�  Commerce  Is  Not  Law  —  But  It
Imitates It Well
Howard Freeman often warned that one of the greatest confusions
in the modern world is the belief that commerce and law are the
same thing.

They are not.

The Law Merchant is a system of trade, contracts, and risk
management. It was never designed to govern free men and women —

https://americannationalway.org/common-law-part-v-the-law-merchant-howard-freeman/
https://americannationalway.org/common-law-part-v-the-law-merchant-howard-freeman/


only transactions.

Wolf  country  operates  largely  under  commercial  rules.  Sheep
often mistake those rules for law.

� What the Law Merchant Actually Is
The Law Merchant developed to facilitate trade between merchants
who  did  not  share  the  same  customs,  language,  or  sovereign
authority.

Its characteristics include:

Presumption and assumption
Standardized forms
Signatures and marks
Silence treated as agreement
Risk shifted through paperwork

It functions efficiently — but efficiency is not justice.

⚖️ Contract Over Conduct
Freeman emphasized that under the Law Merchant:

Contract replaces character
Paper replaces presence
Procedure replaces truth



Once engaged, the system no longer asks who you are — only
whether you agreed.

This  is  why  modern  disputes  are  resolved  through  documents
rather than facts, and compliance rather than conscience.

� Presumption Is the Engine
The Law Merchant runs on presumptions.

If something is not rebutted, it is treated as true.
If silence is offered, it is treated as consent.
If a role is assumed, it becomes binding.

Freeman repeatedly stressed that sheep are not coerced into
commerce  —  they  are  enrolled  quietly  through  habit  and
convenience.

� Why Jurisdiction Matters Here
The Law Merchant only operates within its proper jurisdiction.

Problems arise when individuals unknowingly step into commercial
venues  and  then  expect  protections  that  belong  to  lawful
jurisdictions.

Freeman taught that once commerce is accepted, equity and mercy
give way to terms and conditions.

Knowing where you are determines which rules apply.



�️ Commerce Is Not Inherently Evil
Freeman did not condemn commerce itself.

Trade is natural. Exchange is necessary. Records can be useful.

The danger appears when:

Commerce is mistaken for law
Merchants are mistaken for authorities
Contracts are mistaken for obligations of life

The problem is not trade — it is misclassification.

� How Sheep Become Customers
Freeman noted that in commercial systems:

People are redefined as entities
Names become accounts
Actions become transactions
Disputes become balances due

Once this shift occurs, the individual is no longer addressed as
a living soul, but as a participant in commerce.



� Conduct Limits Commercial Reach
One of Freeman’s quieter lessons was that commercial systems
depend on engagement.

The  less  one  volunteers  into  commerce,  the  fewer  hooks  are
available.

This does not require hostility — only clarity:

Read before signing
Ask before assuming
Speak when silence would bind
Decline roles not intended

�️  Understanding  the  Trap  Without
Falling In
Freeman’s purpose was not to turn people into anti-commercial
crusaders.

It was to teach discernment.

A sheep that understands the Law Merchant does not panic. It
navigates.

� Preparing for Consent and Standing
This part sets the stage for what follows:



Consent
Standing
Capacity
Jurisdictional choice

Without understanding the Law Merchant, sheep mistake paperwork
for law and compliance for duty.

Commerce governs transactions — not men and women.

�️ What This Understanding Reveals
Once commerce is recognized as the operating framework, another
question inevitably follows. If modern forums are structured to
balance accounts rather than to restore right, then where does
fairness actually live — and how is it accessed?

Part VI — Law and Equity addresses that divide, explaining why
equity  dominates  modern  proceedings  and  why  understanding
remedies matters more than asserting rights.


